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The Macola Progression General Ledger Package has the ability to post from a user created ASCII text file. 

File naming - The name of this file MUST be “GLDISASC.DAT” and is must reside in the directory of the data files for the company to be used.  

How does the Macola software locate the file - When the user chooses the "Post from sub ledger” program under G/L “Processes” menu, an option called "ASCII interface" will be displayed in addition to the other normal subledger modules.  This file can then be posted just as any other subledger.

The following is the layout for this file for version 7.5.102 and later:

 ACCOUNT MAIN NO
8 CHARS (zero filled to the right)
ACCOUNT SUB NO
8 CHARS (zero filled to the right)
ACCOUNT DEPT NO
8 CHARS (zero filled to the right)
TRX DATE
The format is: YYYYMMDD
TRX SOURCE
10 CHARS (it is suggested that this field be populated)
TRX AMOUNT

9(12)V99 +/- SIGN TRAILING (12 digits left of decimal, decimal is implied, 15 total with sign)
TRX REFERENCE
30 CHARS (it is suggested that this field be populated)
INTERFACE FLAG
1 CHAR (this must be a “Y” or “N”)
JOB NUMBER
12 CHARS (optional)
ACCOUNT ID
12 CHARS (this field is used only if Localization is in use.  Otherwise, it is populated with spaces)
FILLER
26 BLANK SPACES
Non-numeric account numbers - If you are using an account number that is alphanumeric, the format of the account is different.  There are no trailing 0’s after the account number, and the account is left justified, so any leading 0’s would be inappropriate as well.  If spaces are not used instead of the trailing zeros, or the account is not left justified, when the ASCII file is imported, it will return the message “Could Not Update ASCII File.  Record Length Incorrect. ”   

Posting the file - This file functions in a manner similar to the Distribution to GL files for one of the subledgers that can interface to GL in that the interface flag gets set.  Re-interfacing requires setting the re-interface flag in the setup screen.  This file can be used to both interface to the General Journal transaction file, or as a direct post into the General Ledger files.  It is suggested that the interface be done due to the fact that the data is being created external of Progression programming and this will allow a validation of the data to be done prior to posting.

Frequency of posting - A determination must be made on how to utilize this file based on the frequency with which it will be used.  For instance, if the intent is for this to be used only once, or on a very limited basis, then manually editing the file to make any adjustments for new data and to reset the interface flag could be an option.  If the intent is to populate GL on a regular basis with a substantial amount of new data, then the options become to edit the existing file each time, append the existing file each time with the new data (which will cause the file to perpetually grow), or create a new file each time.

Validating the data - The user should be aware that there is no capability in Progression to run any type of report against this file, to purge this file, or to perform any type of file maintenance (rebuild/export/initialize/import) on this file.

It is the responsibility of the user to determine what option will best suit their needs.  It is also the responsibility of the user to make the necessary contact with the provider of any third party software (ex. payroll) being used as the source for the data being used to populate the file to determine the best way to obtain the data from the relevant third party software’s files and possible methods of population of the ASCII file.

Notes:
     The transaction amount field is 15 bytes long, but it is divided into 3 parts.  The first 12 numbers are the whole numbers, the last 2 are cents with the implied decimal, and the last character is for a – or a + sign.  For example, 00000000100015- would be recognized as $1,000.15 credit.  If it were a + sign instead, it would be a $1,000.15 debit.

     Interface Flag field: this tells the program if any given transaction data line has already been interfaced.  If it has, then the Interface flag will be set as Y.  The functionality is the same as an interface from any of the subledgers. For new data being added to the file, the flag must be set to N; it cannot be left blank.  If this field is left blank, and the interface for the ASCII file is attempted, then the message “Could Not Update ASCII File.  Record Length Incorrect.” will display.  The field information will have to be corrected before the data in the file will be able to be posted. 


